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DAVIDSONS GIVE UM $1 MILLION FOR HONORS COLLEGE BUILDING 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana Honors College will soon have a permanent home and a new 
name, thanks to a $1 million gift from UM alumni Ian and Nancy Davidson of Great Falls.
The Davidsons’ gift will enable the University to construct a long-awaited building for the 
college, which will take the name Davidson Honors College in recognition of the family’s long 
history of contributions to the University. The Davidsons made a commitment to fund the 
construction earlier this year, but remained anonymous until their gift was announced at a Great 
Falls reception Thursday, May 7.
"We’re very excited at having the honors college building become a reality," UM President 
George Dennison said, adding that it is especially gratifying to have the building come from the 
Davidsons.
"I can’t think of anyone more closely associated with the University and with excellence in 
whatever he does than Ian Davidson and his family," Dennison said. "It’s wonderful to have them 
taking the lead in this effort."
The Davidsons said their years at UM assisted their intellectual development and provided a 
foundation for their careers, and they made the donation to help enrich the educational 
opportunities for today’s Montana students.
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"Our young people are Montana’s most valuable resource, and the Honors College will 
nurture and serve the brightest and most able of Montana’s college students,” Nancy Davidson 
said.
"We believe the Honors College will enhance the quality of education for students, create 
opportunities for the faculty and further improve the reputation of the University throughout the 
nation," her husband added.
The Honors College exemplifies the University’s commitment to excellence in 
undergraduate education, Dennison said, and the new structure will at last provide appropriate 
facilities for the college to thrive and grow.
The new building is expected to be constructed next year at a central campus location, 
Honors College Dean John Madden said, but an exact site has not been determined yet. The 
structure will provide an academic and social home for honors students, he said, and will also be 
available for use by other campus departments and programs.
Currently located on the third floor of Main Hall, the Honors College serves about 350 
undergraduates, up from 50 students when the program began in 1980. The new building will 
provide much-needed classroom space and full accessibility for students with disabilities, Madden 
said. Facilities will include a student computer lab, study rooms, offices for campus volunteer 
services and a student lounge that will double as a lecture hall, he said.
The Davidsons’ donation is a prime example of the importance of private support to the 
University’s development and continued growth, said Larry Morlan, executive director of the UM 
Foundation, which will administrate the gift.
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Both Davidsons have been actively involved with UM since their student days. He earned 
bachelor’s degree in business in 1953, she in biological science education in 1959. He served on 
the Montana Blue Ribbon Commission on Higher Education from 1973 to 1975, and she was a 
member of the Governor’s Commission on Education in the 1990s and Beyond. Together they 
headed the state campaign for passage of the University System six-mill levy in 1988. He won a 
UM Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1980 and received the 1990 Neil S. Bucklew Presidential 
Service Award. She is a member of the UM Foundation Board of Trustees, and he is a former 
member. Their three children -- Lauren, Sydney and Andrew — are also UM graduates.
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